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Smith,  Allison G.  A History of Canadian Land Transportation. 4th ed.,

title of the book, in italics edition (if specificed)

hanging indent publisher year of publication

MLA WORKS CITED:
PRINTED BOOKS

How to reference printed books, short stories, essays, and encyclopedias

Beacon Publishers,  2015.

author’s name,
last name first

Use the information from inside the title page and copyright page—not from the cover.

Use the most recent copyright date as the year of publication. (Ignore printing dates.)

The abbreviation “ed.” may be followed by designations such as “Revised ed.” or “Canadian ed."

Write the publisher's name, but omit corporate terms, such as “Company” and “Ltd.” When
naming university presses, use “U” for university and “P” for press (e.g., U of Ottawa P).

A BOOK WITH ONE AUTHOR:

A BOOK WITH TWO AUTHORS:
Give both names. Note that only the first author’s name is reversed.

Wilson, Katherine, and Allan B. Morgan. A Social History of Medieval Europe. Avilion

Books, 1986. 
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A BOOK WITH THREE AUTHORS OR MORE:

Black, Walter D., et al. Shakespeare’s Elizabethan Values. 3rd ed., Barnes-Jarvis, 1998. 

Name the first author only and use the Latin abbreviation “et al.” meaning “and others.”

A BOOK WITH AN UNKNOWN AUTHOR:
Begin the entry with the title instead.

On Natural Philosophy. 1503. Translated by Jacques Dean, Renaissance Publishers, 2010.
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MLA WORKS CITED:
PRINTED BOOKS

Continued

AN ESSAY IN A BOOK OF ESSAYS WITH MULTIPLE AUTHORS:

Porter, Ellen D. “The Bureaucratic Elite.” Essays on Canadian Politics, edited by Timothy Barnes,

Mention the editor.

Make separate entries in your Works Cited page for each essay consulted in the book. 

U of Toronto P, 1991, pp. 56–69.

A CHAPTER IN A BOOK WITH ONE AUTHOR:

Jameson, Fredric. “Magical Narratives: On the Dialectical Use of Genre Criticism.” The Political

There is no need to mention the editor. For multiple chapters, cite the book itself.

Unconscious, Cornell UP, 1981, pp. 103–150.

AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OR DICTIONARY ENTRY:
List the name of the entry first. Include the author(s) if they are credited.

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary, 3rd ed., 1997.

O’Hara, Martin. “Irish Renaissance.” Encyclopedia of Irish Literature, 2nd ed., 2003.

MLA Handbook. 9th ed., The Modern Language Association of America, 2021.

A BOOK WITH AN ORGANIZATION OR CORPORATION AS AUTHOR:
Use the organization or corporation's name as the author.

If the organization that wrote the book is also the publisher, the entry begins with the title.

National Numismatic Association. 2020 Guidebook to Coins. Drachma Publications,
2010.

For more information, consult the MLA Handbook or contact the Academic Skills Centre.
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A SHORT STORY OR POEM IN AN ANTHOLOGY:

Chopin, Kate. “The Story of an Hour.” America’s Short Fiction, edited by Geraldine Miller, 
Midwest Press, 1978, pp. 120–125. 

Follow the same rules as above.


