
This reimagined profile is part of the legacy of the North South 
Studies profile that was in place at Dawson for the last 30 years.
Be part of a small and engaged community while you 
make lifelong friendships, learn and work for social and 
environmental justice. The Social Change and Solidarity 
profile provides a meaningful introduction to the social 
sciences, giving students the theoretical and practical tools 
to understand and analyze the social, political, economic, 
and historical contexts of the world around them. We do this 
by learning beyond the classroom through field trips and 
hands-on learning. The heart of our program is an experiential 
learning opportunity in the second year, which includes two 
options: 
	■ Students in the global stream go on a three-week trip to 

a community in the Global South, where they live with 
a local family, and learn alongside youth and community 
organizations. 

	■ Students in the local stream participate in a hands-on, 
collaborative project with a local community organization or 
movement. 

www.dawsoncollege.qc.ca/social-change-solidarity

If you would like to:
 Gain knowledge and skills to understand the root 
causes of inequality and injustice

 Deepen your awareness of social justice issues 
locally and globally, including colonialism, 
racism, climate justice, and other key issues

 Develop critical interdisciplinary skills in 
research, analysis, information literacy, 
communications, and advocacy

 Get inspired by transformative movements for 
social change, and learn how to act in solidarity 
with communities both locally and globally

 Experience an alternative and hands-on 
education that addresses real-world issues 
beyond the classroom

 Become part of a vibrant community and 
network of scholars and change-makers

Then the Social Change and Solidarity Profile could 
be for you.

DEC IN SOCIAL SCIENCE

SOCIAL CHANGE AND SOLIDARITYSocial Science

2 YEARS

300.GM

By helping me understand and advance issues I care about, 
this profile motivated me to be a good student and an engaged 
global citizen.“ — Demetrius D.



The information contained in this document was accurate and complete at the time of printing.3040 Sherbrooke St. West 
Montreal, Quebec H3Z 1A4 
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Application Deadline
March 1

What else should you know?
	■ The Social Change and Solidarity profile continues with the 

tradition of the North South Studies profile, a profile that 
existed for 30 years at Dawson College

	■ The experiential learning opportunities – including the 
global field trip (global stream) or the local community 
project (local stream) – are key parts of the profile, 
giving students meaningful, engaged, and transformative 
experiences

	■ Social Change and Solidarity students have access to a 
communal space shared with the New School. The eighth-
floor space includes a lounge, kitchen, classrooms, and 
teachers’ offices

	■ The profile organizes a regular Friday Seminar where 
students, teachers and the broader social justice community 
learn together

What do you need to apply?
	■ A Diploma of Secondary Studies (DES) or academic 

background judged equivalent to the DES
	■ Secondary IV Mathematics: Cultural, Social & Technical 

option 563-404/414 

Where will this program lead you?
Like all Social Science profiles, Social Change and Solidarity 
leads to a DEC in Social Science, which qualifies you for most 
any university program in the social sciences or humanities.
Popular fields of study for Social Change and Solidarity 
graduates include Community Development, Public Affairs, 
International Relations and International Development. 
Many graduates pursue careers in politics and social policy, 
education, law, journalism, social work, international 
organizations and relations, human rights, socially responsible 
business, community outreach work, non-profit and 
grassroots organizations, community organizing and advocacy. 

What will you learn?
	■ To develop academic skills: writing, critical thinking, systems 

thinking and communication skills 
	■ To develop soft skills acquired through experiential learning: 

empathy, relationship-building, openness 
	■ To feel a sense of global social responsibility 
	■ To integrate experiential knowledge into your studies 
	■ To contribute to local and global change 
	■ To develop Spanish communication skills (in the global 

stream) 
	■ To explain social phenomena and human behaviour using 

theories, perspectives, and approaches specific to the 
disciplines of social science

	■ To integrate methodologies, perspectives, and approaches 
of inclusion, equity, diversity, decolonization, and anti-
oppression when analyzing social phenomena and human 
behaviour

	■ To conduct an interdisciplinary, individual research project 
	■ To explain how differences in social identities and world 

views could influence opinions, beliefs, values, and social 
interactions

	■ To integrate an understanding of the root causes of 
environmental crises to take actions both locally and 
globally

	■ To communicate work effectively in English, both orally and 
in writing, using appropriate vocabulary, form, and style

	■ À communiquer en français sur un objet d’étude en utilisant le 
vocabulaire, la forme et le style appropriés

* Preparation for the local project or international trip, depending on stream.
** Choice of university prerequisite courses does not include Cal I: Differential Calculus for 
Social Sciences or Cal II: Integral Calculus for Social Sciences.

LIST OF CONCENTRATION COURSES
All students must also take General Education courses such as English, French, 
Humanities and Physical Education
YEAR 1

Term 1
	■ Introduction to Social Science Research
	■ Introduction to Global History
	■ Introduction to Geography
	■ Introduction to Sociology

Term 2
	■ Qualitative Methods
	■ Introduction to Psychology
	■ Introduction to Political Science
	■ Colonization and Decolonization

YEAR 2

Term 3
	■ Quantitative Analysis
	■ Introduction to Economics
	■ Geography of the World Economy
	■ Thematic Issues*

Term 4
	■ Integrative Seminar
	■ Choice (1) of optional Introductory Social Science discipline  

OR U prerequisite**
	■ Choice (1) of Analysis
	■ Choice of Solidarity in Action: A local perspective  

OR Solidarity in Action: A global perspective


