
Humanitites and 
Public Life Conference

September 16-20, 2019
All sessions in 5B.16 unless otherwise indicated
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MONDAY 16

GRAY MILES
Saviour and Damnation: AI 
and the Public Imagination 
of the Future

ROBERT STEPHENS
AI and “The Two Cultures”

DAWSON’S AI TASK 
FORCE: 
Sameer Bhatnagar 
Raymond Bourgeois 
Jaya Nilakantan 
Carl Saucier-Bouffard 
Jonathon Sumner 
Joel Trudeau
AI at Dawson College

SPECIAL TIME: 1 - 1:45
FRANÇOIS PARADIS
How AI Can Be of Service 
to the Dawson College 
Community

SPECIAL TIME: 2 - 3:45
SYDNEY  
SWAINE-SIMON
The Do-It-Yourself 
Augmented Human 

SPECIAL TIME: 4 - 5:45
JAMES REQUEIMA
Machine Learning and 
Artificial Intelligence: Pitfalls 
and Possibilities

FILM SCREENING
EX MACHINA
followed by discussion 
hosted by Hassan Arif

THURSDAY 19

DANIEL GOLDSMITH
Visual Storytelling,  
Trauma, and Resilience
This session will take place 
in the Dawson Theatre  

FIONA HANLEY
What the heck is Ecological 
Intelligence, and can it help 
save us from the 
Climate Crisis?
This session will take place 
in the Dawson Theatre

ERICA HARRIS
The Dancing Philosopher

WANEEK HORN-MILLER
In collaboration with
THE DAWSON  
PEACE CENTRE 
Indigenous Reconciliation: 
Finding Common Ground 
Through Dialogue

BRIAN REDEKOPP 
People Falling Down: The 
Essence of Humour and 
Comedy 

CHRISTOPHER BYRNE
The Sound of One 
Hand: Zen and the Art of 
Embodied Knowledge

TUESDAY 17

ANNE BOILY
AI and Perception: 
Comparing Humans  
and Machines

MIKE DEUTSCH 
(KIDS CODE JEUNESSE)
AI for Regular People

SPECIAL TIME: 11 - 1
AI AND THE ARTS:  
THE RHETORIC AND 
THE REALITY
Moderator:  
Cheryl Simon
Panelists:  
Shawn Bell, Anna Eyler, 
Jesse Hunter, Bérengére 
Marin-Dubourd, and Robert 
Stephens

BRETT H. MEYER
The Algorithms Aren’t 
Alright: Why Machine 
Learning Still Needs Us

BÉRENGÈRE MARIN 
DUBUARD
Intelligence Everywhere: 
What Artistic Explorations 
Can Tell Us Through and 
About Technological 
Developments

SPACE
The Intelligence of the 
Body: TECHNIQUE  
and Embodied AI

WAEL CHANAB
Transembodiment: A virtual 
walk in another’s shoes

FRIDAY 20

AHMAD BANKI
Rational Choice Theory

JANINE MAILA
The Body is a Garden

ASIM ZIA AND SUSAN 
SGORBATI 
In collaboration with 
THE DAWSON  
PEACE CENTRE 
Transboundary Water In 
Cooperation Network: 
Environmental Diplomacy 
and Sustainability 

NADIA KHOURI
The Intelligence of 
Empathy. Why We Should 
Read Adam Smith’s The 
Theory of Moral Sentiments

SARA  
COHEN-FOURNIER
Decolonizing health care

RECEPTION
Colab 3F.46

WEDNESDAY 18

WANMING WANG
From Ancient Asian Culture 
to Digital Intelligence 

KATHERINE DEMPSEY
Grokking and Talking  
about AI

NEVLINE NNAJI 
In collaboration with 
THE DAWSON 
PEACE CENTRE
Film screening: Reflections 
Unheard: Black Women in 
Civil Rights

Q+A WITH DIRECTOR

ZACH MELZNER
Reconnaissance: Projection 
Mapping and the 
Architectures of the Quiet 
Revolution

JOSEPH RAFLA  
Visualizing Language 

CARINA RAISMAN
Yoga to maximize energy 
and minimize stress

8:30-9:45

10:00-11:15

11:30-12:45

1:00-2:15

2:30-3:45

4:00-5:15

6:30-8:30

SEPTEMBER


