
 West Island Learning about commercial 
food production and distribution

About the tool
 ● This large territory consists 

of low-density suburbia inter-
spersed with farmland and 
pockets of poverty. 

 ● Local groups wanted to un-
derstand how food is grown 
in the West Island, how it is 
transported and sold to West 
Island grocery stores and con-
sumers, and how this food is 
disposed of.

 ● Existing surveys were adapted 
into an interview guide to bet-
ter fit a local context, where 
businesses and organizations 
had little time or capacity to 
respond to lengthy question-
naires. 

 ● The tool gave community 
partners a better picture of 
their food system.

 ● This survey could be useful for 
any organization to get a bet-
ter understanding of the gaps 
and potential for intervention.
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“The [Dawson Food Justice 
Hub] has spent a large 

amount of time orienting the 
CRC in the right direction, 
and providing a wealth of 

information and resources in 
order to better construct a 

picture of our food system.”

-West Island Community 
Resource Center

Community-based methodologies for local food systems A toolkit

Territory Food system Survey

Find all the toolkits at https://bit.ly/DawsonFJ
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