
Sessions will be in the Multipurpose Room, 5B-16 

*Except Feb 7th 1:00 – 2:30, and 6:30-10:00 - both sessions in 4C.1 
**Except Feb. 8th, 8:30 – 1:00 in the Theatre 
 

Dawson College Social Science Week 
February 5th to 9th, 2018 

 

Monday, February 5th 
8:30 am  

From Montreal to Baghdad via London and New York – My Years In The Media And 
International Diplomacy 
 
Jeffrey Allan, Political affairs officer, United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq  
*sponsored by the Peace Center  
 

Looking back on his years as a journalist and on his work in international diplomacy with the 
United Nations, Mr. Allan will address three main themes during his talk. He will compare his 
time in journalism from 1987 to 2000 with current developments, from the emergency of the 
twenty-four hour news cycle to the creation of social media. He will also review his Iraq-related 
work – first, as an information analyst assigned to the U.N. weapons inspectors and second, as a 
U.N. political affairs officer working on the ground in Iraq. Mr. Allan will stress the continuing 
need for multilateral cooperation and will share his thoughts on the challenges facing post-
conflict Iraq. 
 

10:00 am 

True, North, Strong and Free? Remembering Slavery in Canada  
 
Nadir Khan, McGill University  
 
As Canadians we are proud of being open, multicultural and our history of being a refuge for 
American runaway slaves. What we don’t often talk about is how we had slavery right here in 
our own backyard. This presentation discusses the history of slavery in Canada within the wider 
context of the Transatlantic slave trade. It will a) provide a broad overview of imperialism, b) 
show the differences between tropical and northern slavery c) explore slavery in Montreal and d) 
discuss the legacies of slavery today (racial profiling, policing, etc.).  
 
 
 
 
 
 



11:30 am 
 

Follow Your Own Path and Trust Yourself: Learn to be Awesome by Increasing Self 
Awareness and Self Regulation 
 

Tara Wilkie, PhD Director of Social and Emotional Learning at the Peace Grantmakers 
Network (PGN) 
 

In this busy world we live in with so many demands on our time, how do we learn to follow our 
own path and trust ourselves? Research tells us that the more clearly we see ourselves, in other 
words the more self aware we are, the more successful and happier we are likely to be. So how 
do we become more self-aware? How do we move from self-conscious to self-aware? What does 
mindset, gratitude and self-regulation have to do with being our best selves? Come and learn to 
be awesome! 
  
1:00 pm 

Policing Black Lives: State violence in Canada from Slavery to the Present 
 
Robyn Maynard, Black Feminist Writer, Activist and Educator 
 

Robyn Maynard will discuss her groundbreaking book Policing Black Lives: State Violence in 
Canada from Slavery to the Present where she "addresses the historical and current realities of 
anti-Black state violence in Canada, alongside histories of Black resistance and refusal.  The 
work traces the evolution of anti-blackness from the slave ships to the present, examining the 
state’s role in perpetuating Black poverty, incarceration, racial profiling, immigration detention, 
deportation, disproportionate child removal and low graduation rates. Following the dictums of 
the Black Lives Matter movement, the book approaches state violence against Canada’s African 
diaspora from an intersectional lens that centers, whenever possible, the experiences of those 
most marginalized within the Black community:  youth, migrants with precarious status, Black 
cis and transgender women, sexual minorities and those stigmatized by real or perceived links to 
illicit economies." 
 
2:30 pm 
 

Women in Politics: Panel Discussion 
 
Chelsea Craig, Quebec President young Liberals of Canada,  
Nika Deslauriers, President of Quebec Solidaire  
Justine McIntyre,  Montreal City Councillor - Vrai changement pour Montréal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://fernwoodpublishing.ca/book/policing-black-lives
https://fernwoodpublishing.ca/book/policing-black-lives


4:00 pm 
 
Performance Art & Resistance  
 
Panel: Facilitated by Kim Simard 
*sponsored by the Peace Center 

From Stonewall to Rupaul, Drag Queens and Kings have been at the forefront of the gay 
liberation movement, and continue to be a force to be reckoned with. A source of gender fluidity 
on one hand, and straight up political hecklers on the other, we would be lost without them. Join 
us as we discuss the ways in which drag has been perceived throughout the years on the local 
scene, its influence on mainstream culture, and how attitudes about those looking 'fish' may say 
more about our culture than we care to acknowledge.  

  



Tuesday, February 6th 
8:30 am 
 
Free Trade and the Wine Industry in Quebec 
 
Mathew Foulidis, Co-owner and Founder il Vigneto Imports g.p. and Dawson Social 
Science Alumni 
*Sponsored by International Business Studies 
  
Dawson College Alumni Mathew Foulidis has recently started his own business importing wine, 
“il Vigneto Imports g.p.”. Learn about the demographics of wine, online marketing, the 
intricacies of Quebec regulations, and dealing with the government owned monopoly, the Société 
des Alcools du Québec. M. Foulidis will discuss the impacts of the soon to be ratified free trade 
agreement between Canada and the European Union. The talk will also cover the issues of youth 
entrepreneurship, and ongoing changes in technology. 
  
  

10:00 am 

Homeless in Our Neighbourhood: An Interview with David Chapman, The Open Door. 
 

David Chapman, Acting Director at Open Door  
Yanira Coulson, Dawson  
Alissa Luxenberg, Dawson 
*sponsored by S.P.A.C.E.  
 

The Open Door provides a safe haven for homeless and low-income people in Shaughnessy 
Village. It addresses the immediate needs of people while also working to build self-worth and 
assist in finding work and permanent shelter. Two Dawson students, Yanira Coulson and Alissa 
Luxenberg, will interview David Chapman, director for outreach, about his history of working 
for and with clients as well as his strategies to keep The Open Door in operation. 
 
11:30 am  
 
Sleep, Insomnia and Things That Go Bump in the Night! 
 
Catherine Fichten, Psychology 
  
This session will provide a basic understanding of sleep, of the nature and treatment of: 
insomnia, delayed and advanced sleep phase, and nightmares. It will also provide basic 
information about parasomnias, including sleepwalking, sleep paralysis, and night terrors. 
 

 

 

 



1:00 pm 

How to Walk with People Crossing on Foot: Government and Public Responses to Persons 
Crossing into Canada from USA.  
 
Paul Clarke, Executive Director, Action Refugee  
Marjorie Villefranche Director, La Maison D’Haiti  
*sponsored by S.P.A.C.E.  
 

This presentation deals with the refugee determination system and the challenges refugee 
claimants face upon arrival in Canada. We will discuss changes that could make the system more 
fair, the governmental response and some public perceptions surrounding the increase of the 
numbers of persons crossing into Canada on foot from the USA. We will also discuss ways in 
which local residents might become involved in providing support to refugees. 
 

2.30 pm 

How to Defend a Witch: The Trial of Geillis Johnstone in 1614 
 

Michael Wasser, History 
 

In 1614 a woman named Geillis Johnstone was put on trial in Scotland for the crime of 
witchcraft. Instead of a conviction and execution, Geillis was acquitted and freed. This 
presentation looks at the context behind this trial and why Geillis was acquitted. The context 
includes why witchcraft was seen as an especially serious crime in early modern Europe and the 
type of abuses that arose when accusations of witchcraft were uncritically accepted. An 
examination of the trial shows a rejection of uncritical acceptance of accusations – instead high 
standards of evidence were insisted on, and when these could not be met, Geillis was acquitted. 
The judges and lawyers who arranged this were insisting on 'due process' as more important than 
social, political or religious goals. 
 
 
4:00 pm 
 
Politics, Power and Sexual Misconduct: Why Feminism Still Matters 
 
Kim Sawchuk, Research Chair in Mobile Media Studies and Associate Dean of Research 
and Graduate studies at Concordia’s Faculty of Arts 
*sponsored by the Peace Center 
 
While the focus will be events in the US, where these issues are coming to light rather rapidly, I 
do believe such events are relevant to our own context. (From Jian Gomeshi’s trial, to debates 
surrounding Wab Kinew, to the recent drama at Laurier). I also want to talk about what is being 
left out in these discussions, and the amplification of these issues when one also takes age and 
race into account. 

 

  

  



Wednesday, February 7th 
8:30 am 

What Does an Anthropologist Do? 
 
Letha Victor, PhD Candidate, University of Toronto 
 
Anthropology is a very broad profession that can seem like a bit of a mystery to the non-initiated. 
We do everything from digging up ancient garbage pits, to studying the mating habits of lemurs, 
to analyzing snapchat stories, to researching child-rearing practices across the world — and 
more. In short, we are interested in the lives of humans (and our closest living and dead primate 
relatives) through time and space. This talk will explore career opportunities in one particular 
branch of Anthropology: the socio-cultural field. It will give a short history of the discipline and 
its applications, explain what ethnography is, and discuss how people become “ethnographers” 
(and what that work entails). Lastly, it will also describe many of the different ways that socio-
cultural anthropologists go about applying their unique knowledge and skills at home and 
abroad. 
 
10:00 am 

The Resilience of Urban Indigenous Peoples 
 
Nakuset, Executive Director of the Native women’s Shelter of Montréal  
*sponsored by Journeys and First Peoples  
 
The Resilience of Urban Indigenous Peoples will begin with some historical context that 
includes a brief look at the government-imposed policies like the Indian Act, Residential School, 
and the 60’s scoop. It will then proceed to the current urban realities here in Montreal and the 
efforts to make systemic change through the Montreal Urban Aboriginal Community Strategy. 
 

11:30 am  
 
Resistance Movement within the Colonial Continuation 
 
Katsi'tsakwas Ellen Gabriel, Kanehsatà:ke Mohawk Territory Indigenous Human Rights 
Activist/Artist  
*sponsored by Journeys and First Peoples and the Peace Center 
 
Close to thirty years after the Kanehsatà:ke (Oka) occupation, the Kaniehkehaka people 
of Kanehsatà:ke continue to fight for their ancestral land rights. Artist and Advocate 
Katsi'tsakwas Ellen Gabriel is on the front lines of this fight. She became the official 
spokesperson for her people on the barricades in 1990, site of the most influential Indigenous 
struggle in Canada's contemporary history. Today she and the people of Kanehsatà:ke are 
battling housing developments and mining operations on their traditional territory. Katsi'tsakwas 
Ellen Gabriel will talk about her experience of these momentous struggles, and share thoughts on 
how people can work together for change.  
 
 



1:00 pm   *Room 4C.1 
 

University 101 Workshop 
 

Ivana Bonaduce and Madalina Radhu, Advisors 
 

Do you have questions about applying to university?  Do you know the meaning of a minor, 
major, specialization or honours in a university program?  Are you wondering about the benefits 
of attending a certain university in Montreal?  This session will answer these questions and more. 
 

2:30 pm 
 
What did we Learn From Residential Schools?  
 
Cindy Blackstock, Executive Director, First Nations Child and Family Caring Society, 
Professor of Social Work, McGill  
*sponsored by Child Studies, Journeys and First Peoples, Peace Center 
 

Cindy Blackstock is a “member of the Gitksan First Nation. She has 25 years of social work 
experience in child protection and Indigenous children’s rights. Her promotion of culturally 
based equity for First Nations children and families and engaging children in reconciliation has 
been recognized by the Nobel Women’s Initiative, the Aboriginal Achievement Foundation, 
Frontline Defenders and many others.”(fncaringsociety.com) She will speak about the 
inequalities faced by First Nations children and the consequences of these inequalities. 
 

4:00 pm 

Honoring Story: Speaking, Listening, and Creating in the Aftermath of Violence  
 
Lisa Ndejuru, PhD Candidate at Concordia U., Co-founder of Living Histories Ensemble  
 

Lisa Ndejuru, a PhD candidate at Concordia University and a member of the Ordre des 
psychologues du Québec with certifications in Moreno psychodrama and third-party neutral 
conflict resolution, is a skilled practitioner of playback theatre and co-founded the Montreal-
based Living Histories Ensemble. Born in Rwanda, she has served the Rwandan diaspora in 
North America for more than 20 years as an organizer, researcher and activist. This presentation 
will discuss how extensive experimentation with storytelling, play and improvised theatre brings 
about individual and collective meaning-making and empowerment in the aftermath of large-
scale political violence. A demonstration of playback will also be presented.   
 
6:30 pm  
*Room 4C.1 (Cont Ed. teachers are welcome and encouraged to bring their classes)* 
 

Film Screening: We Can't Make the Same Mistake Twice  
Organized by the First People’s Initiative and Cinema Politica 
 
In this documentary, distinguished Abenaki filmmaker Alanis Obomsawin focuses her lens on 



the landmark discrimination case filed by the Assembly of First Nations and the Child and 
Family Caring Society of Canada against Indian Affairs and Northern Development Canada in 
2007. Obomsawin exposes injustices to the community by showing how the child and welfare 
services provided to them are vastly inferior to the services available to other Canadian children, 
while giving voice to the childcare workers at the heart of the battle. The documentary follows 
the case through the system for nine years. 
 
The film focuses on the work of Cindy Blackstock, who will also be presenting at Dawson for 
Social Science Week that same day, beginning at 2:30 pm in 5B.16. Please try to come for that 
too!  



Thursday, February 8th   
8:30 am *ROOM: Theatre 

Invention of Tradition: The Tartan Kilt 
 
Jeremy Tetrault-Farber, History 
 

The tartan kilt is one of Scotland's most widely known cultural symbols, serving as a signifier of 
Scottish culture generally, and also of specific families and clans, with each tartan purportedly 
representing a family or a clan. Although it is conventionally believed that the association of 
specific tartans with certain families is an age-old tradition, research has shown that the tartan 
kilt in its modern form is actually a recent innovation, and to borrow Eric Hobsbawm's phrase, 
an invented tradition. This presentation will showcase the origins of this invented tradition, and 
consider its significance for modern-day representations of Scottish culture. 
 

10:00 am *ROOM: Theatre 

Food policy 101: Mapping the landscape 

Hugo Martorell, Regional (Quebec) Coordinator of the Bauta Initiative for Canadian Seed 
Security at USC Canada and Coordinator of the Food Justice and Sustainability Project 
*Sponsored by the Environmental Studies Profile 
 

This talk showcases an overview of food policy in Canada. It presents a dozen Canadian policy 
maps on issues related to equity, health and sustainability. From the discussion papers it is clear 
that the existing agri-food policy landscape in Canada is highly complex, uneven and dynamic. A 
variety of different initiatives, policy and programs are being piloted at various levels of 
government, while troubling gaps remain in certain policy areas and regions. The challenge is to 
ascertain how these policies might be better connected together, networked and joined-up. A 
national food policy provides one such opportunity. While it will not bring whole-scale change 
overnight, it has the potential to be a first step in a longer process of building a more 
integrated food policy landscape in Canada, one that moves our food system towards goals of 
equity, health and sustainability.  
 

11:30 am *ROOM: Theatre 

Defining and Understanding Radicalization Leading to Violence  
 

Alex Wood, Centre for the Prevention of Radicalization Leading to Violence 
 
This presentation will 1) inform about the different facets of radicalization leading to violence, 
including hate crimes and hate incidents 2) Identify the risks and protective factors associated 
with radicalization leading to violence 3) Recognize the behaviours and situations that may 
indicate a tendency towards violent radicalization. 
 

 

 



1:00 pm 

Trans Youth in Quebec 
 
Kimberley Manning, Simone de Beauvoir Institute at Concordia 
Dalia Tourki, PhD candidate  
*sponsored by the Peace Center  
 
Trans young people are a particularly vulnerable population. According to a recent survey out of 
Ontario, 77% seriously considered suicide, while 43% had actually attempted it (Scanlon et al 
2010). Trans youth aged between 16 and 24 years old are almost twice as likely to consider 
suicide compared to those over 25 years old and almost three times more likely to have 
attempted it (Travers et al., 2013). In this presentation, we will report on preliminary results of an 
on-going qualitative research study with trans youth. Working from an intersectional perspective, 
researchers, community organizers, and trans young people are collaborating to better understand 
the experiences of trans young people currently living in Quebec. 
 

2:30 pm  

“Triple A” (Artists, Athletes & Activism): Intersection of Protest and Popular Culture  
 
Omari Newton, Actor, Writer and Comedian 
 
Overture with the Arts (OWTA) presents “Triple A” (Artists, Athletes & Activism): 
A presentation that highlights the intersection of protest and popular culture in celebration of 
Black History Month. While the entertainment industry is often relegated to a form of frivolous 
distraction, history has always presented us with those who use their mainstream platforms to 
speak truth to power at the risk of endorsements, personal safety and popularity. Contemporary 
examples include former NFL Quarterback Colin Kaepernick, and NBA player Mahmoud 
Abdul-Rauf before him, rapper Kendrick Lamar, and actor Jesse Williams. Muhhamad Ali 
famously went to jail in protest of the Vietnam War. Men like superstar athlete, actor and singer 
Paul Robeson and the late great Dick Gregory dedicated their lives to advocating for equal rights. 
Same goes for brave women such as Nina Simone, Lorraine Hansberry and Ruby Dee. OWTA’s 
2018 presentation will focus on the work of selected "Triple A" African Canadian public figures 
including Mary Ann Shad of Windsor, Ontario, Oscar Peterson of Montreal Quebec and 
Rosemary Brown of Vancouver, British-Columbia.  “Triple A” addresses the important role that 
African Canadians have played in weaving a rich fabric of Black History worldwide.  
 
4:00 pm 

Growing up in the Nuclear Age 
 
Pat Romano, Humanities, Inspire Solutions 
 

The year is 2029, and all the nuclear-armed states have finally finished 
dismantling their weapons, leaving control of a small arsenal to an 
international committee of national representatives. Is this a realistic 
hope? Humanities teacher Pat Romano will explore this issue through 
an informative, but personal, exploration of the evolving threats posed 

by nuclear weapons, and the real possibilities for change. 



Friday, February 9th       
8:30 am 

Seducing Foreign Students to Stay in Montreal after They Graduate: The ‘Je choisis 
Montréal’ Project. 
 
Mathieu Lefort, Director, International Students, Montréal International 
*Sponsored by International Business Studies 
 
Every year, Montreal attracts thousands of foreign students in its cegeps and universities. But 
how many will stay, and contribute to the city throughout their career? Montréal International, an 
organization whose mandate is to attract international talent, and corporations, will speak about 
the specific issue of keeping students here, after they graduate. Mathieu Lefort, Director, 
International Students, will discuss these issues and his project, 'Je choisis Montréal' . 
 

10:00 am 

Thriving not just Surviving: Pursuing Post-Secondary Education as a ‘Aged out’ of Care 
Youth 
 

Panel by: Montreal Youth in Care Alumni Student Association 
*sponsored by Child Studies  
 

The Montreal Youth in Care Alumni Student Association (MYCASA) will share their 
experiences pursuing post-secondary education as a youth who aged out of the youth protection 
system. While 70% of youth in care aspire to attend postsecondary, only 13% enroll in 
postsecondary programs - at half the rate of their peers. A very small minority make it to 
graduation; only 2% of youth in care alumni complete a bachelor's degree, compared to 24% of 
their peers. The panel, including Dawson student Destiny Grégoire, discuss their own personal 
stories of challenges, strengths and resilience facing barriers to post-secondary education as a 
former youth in care as well as solutions to make post-secondary education more accessible. 
Themes of poverty, trauma, hope and homework will be discussed. 
 

12:00 

Safer Spaces Initiative: Dawson Research Project 
 
Karina Leonard, Pedagogical Counsellor 
Kim Simard, Cinema-Communications 
Florencia Vallejo, Dawson College student 
Jessica Bleuer, Cultural Equity Consultant 
 
In this panel presentation, Karina Leonard (Pedagogical Counsellor, Academic Development) will 
overview the origin of this initiative and the four project phases. Kim Simard (Coordinator of Women's 
and Gender Studies and Cinema-Communications Faculty) and Florencia Vallejo (Dawson College 
student) will describe each project stage and highlight ways that students, faculty and staff can get 
involved. Jessica Bleuer, Cultural Equity Consultant, will describe how your experiences of 
microaggressions at Dawson College will be used to form the basis of a theatrical experience, where 
participants will deconstruct and reconstruct these scenarios in order to find entry points for resistance. 
We look forward to hearing your thoughts and questions. 



1:00 pm 
Job market dynamics and the jobs of the future 
 

Dr. Ramdane Djoudad, Employment and Social Development Canada 
 
Following labour market events is key to helping job seekers understand where the opportunities 
(short, medium and long-term) might be in a local community and elsewhere in the country. The 
presentation will focus on the various tools that are available to Canadians in general and to 
students in particular to get insights about the jobs of the future. These tools can prove to be a 
useful resource to complement a job search and career exploration. 


