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Topics Score Comments/Explanation
Title and Abstract:
   The title is meaningful and provides 
the reader with useful information.
   The abstract is concise and provides 
enough information to signal to the 
reader what the paper is about.

Introduction:
   There is a clear topic and thesis 
statement provided.
   The introduction provides some brief 
context about the topic of the research 
essay.
   The reader can easily recognize in 
which direction the paper will go.

Body:
   There is an adequate historical 
contextualization of the topic.
   The main arguments are clearly 
defined and supported with evidence.
   The essay flows with appropriate 
transitions between sections.
   All supporting evidence is provided 
with citations in MLA format.
  The paragraphs are well-structured 
and logically organized.

Conclusion
   The thesis is shown to have been 
proved with supporting evidence.
   The personal reflection is brief and is 
relevant to the topic of the research 
essay.

General Form:
   It is clear that this essay has been 
proofread carefully for spelling and 
grammar errors.
   The paper has been formatted in a 
way that makes it easy for the reader 
to follow the writer's argument.
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