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1. Project Objectives 
Our project was to develop an Opinion-Editorial (Op-ed) module. The objective was to put together all resources necessary for other instructors to use and leverage this module in their own courses. As part of the ongoing Social Science program revision, our department expressed a willingness to diversify the type of writing exercises available for students in introductory classes. While we designed this assignment with the Introduction to Political Science course revision in mind, we also wanted to develop a module adaptable across disciplines.

2. Project Stages
The idea for developing this module started as early as 2020, when I first assigned a (very incomplete) Op-ed assignment. I started discussing this project with colleagues in the Fall of 2021 and build a team in the Winter of 2022. Even if one person is the lead on a project, having a team to ask for advice and feedback is something I recommend. It was particularly helpful to have a WID alumnus in our department to advise us on the program, and how to frame our project. The application process for the WID release was a key moment where we determined exactly what we intended with this projects, and what artefacts we expected to leave. This ideational phase was the first stage of our project. 
The second stage of our project was to research and collect information on Op-ed assignments and writing in the Summer and early Fall of 2022. This is also when I read Engaging Ideas, which helped develop a more structure understanding of the intent of this assignment. 
The third stage of our project was a trial in the Fall of 2022. Many of the peripheric assignments were trialled (not all with success) in these classes. Feedback was also collected from students at the end of the Fall semester. Since there were still elements I wanted to improve, another trial was held in February 2023 in a smaller class of 20 I had. This helped cement peripheric assignments. 
The fourth stage of our project was the translation of the different documents into a step-by-step easy to access Module for other professors. I first wrote a draft of the Module. I then used it to adapt to my three Introduction to Political Science courses, which all selected a different theme. I did this “blind” meaning I used no other resources than what was on the draft website. 
From this attempt I changed the order of some of the elements on the Module to make it easier for others to leverage it. I also added on the webpage an explanation of how to adapt our module to other disciplines. Most noticeably, I added a section on theme selection. I then had colleagues add their inputs.
The final stage was to complete the present report and WID webpage. We included the information of one corresponding author. This way we can continue to collect student samples, and Op-ed themes documents. 

3. Project Artifacts 
The module we developed provides instructors with a step-by-step approach to assigning the Op-ed in their courses. The Op-ed can be assigned by itself, or can be coupled with a series of successive assignment to optimize the benefits of this activity for students.
Here is a list of the assignments, in their suggested order: 
· Bring an Op-ed to class Assignment
· Political Debate Homework
· Op-ed Plan Assignment
· Op-ed Assignment Template
· Peer Review Assignment 
Other documents are aimed at helping professors prepare this assignment:
· Theme Introduction Example 
· Op-ed Grid and Comments Sheet (To Print)
· Steps of an Op-ed (For Professors) 
Finally, we put together documents to help students master the Op-ed style. This includes:
· What is an Op-ed PWP presentation
· Op-ed writing tips document
· Student Samples (Heat of Light) 
· Student Samples (Various Themes) 

All the element hereby listed are available on our WID webpage (insert link). 

4. Project Lessons  
My biggest advice for someone wanting to develop a new assignment module is to have a prejudice for action. Often, it is only by trial-and-error that an assignment can be perfected. This means trialing the assignment to collect data as early as possible, even though it is not fully tested. I assigned the Op-ed twice before we applied for WID, to collect as much feedback as possible on it. Initially, it was only the Op-ed on a large subject, with no extra assignments. 
Progressively, we perfected the theme orientation and added side assignments to improve the learning outcomes of the Op-ed. I trailed three different peer-review assignments before I settled on the one included in the module. Chapter 11 of Engaging ideas was particularly helpful in improving the peer-review assignment. 
On this note of Engaging ideas, grading an Op-ed is quite different than an academic paper, as such, Chapter 14 on effective feedback helps adapt our grading to the nature of the assignment. Chapter 13 on coaching was also greatly appreciated. Finally, for designing the Module, Chapter 4 on formal writing assignments in rhetorical contexts helped develop the step-by-step approach to the assignment design, and how to present it to students. 










