
 

 

 

Journal 

Re: “The Door in the Wall” by H.G. Wells 

 

 

After you read through the passage related to the garden Wallace 

discovers once he walks through the mysterious door in the wall, think about what kind of utopia 

this place represents for him.    Try to categorize it according to the kinds of utopias I described 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE GARDEN/UTOPIA, which Wallace only 

encounters once: 

 



 

 

in my introductory lecture.   Why does Wallace specifically crave for this version of utopia, 

keeping in mind his family history and character?  What is it about this place that makes him feel 

more whole inside?    

 

How do you feel about H.G. Wells’ choice of details in bringing this imaginary garden to 

life?   In what way does his view of utopia respond to the world he himself inhabits?  The 

limitations he might have had as a person.  Is there a particular reason this author might have to 

explore the idea of utopia in this story, from what you now know about him (I gave you some 

details in my biographical audio-lecture)? 

 



 

 

 

Think about your own childhood.  Did you ever try to believe in an imaginary 

place/person/situation that made you feel truly happy?  Can you describe this place?  Have you 

ever thought why you might have come up with this fantasy in your imagination, being who you 

are and coming from the family/background you do?   Why do you think the line between 

fantasy and reality is so blurry in the minds of children?   Why do you think we lose this ability 

to bring things into being later on in life?  In short—why do you think we stop believing in the 

worlds/realities that form in our imagination—and why do they form in the first place? 

 



 

 

If this particular story allows us to psychoanalyze the desire for utopia, how might you 

psychoanalyze it? Can you think of any Freudian/Jungian interpretation that you might bring into 

such an analysis? What do you think H.G. Wells is ultimately saying about the power of the 

imagination & its place in our lives, or as a part of a society of people? 



 

 

BLADE RUNNER: EXPLORATORY THINKING JOURNAL  

 

 
 

Your impressions of the first part of Blade Runner   

 

BY THE WAY… 

This film is available on Netflix for close study.    

 

1. For 10 minutes (timed), free-write about anything that you found striking or thought-

provoking about the film, Blade Runner, specifically in how the movie represents 

replicants as a new post-human form of subjectivity, often indistinguishable from human 

beings [THIS SHOULD BE BASED ON WHAT YOU SAW SO FAR].  Rely on your 

Blade Runner: FREE WRITING + paragraph analysis 

B 



 

 

memory and treat this like an unstructured diary entry about your raw first impressions of 

the film.  What did you like about it?  What didn’t you like?  What struck you about its 

style or subject?  If you found this film unusual, or different in style from the kinds of 

movies you normally watch, what makes it unusual?    

 

 
• Special police task force has a special mission to eliminate replicants who are robot who are 

exactly like human and act and feel like human  

• They think like human  

• They feel like a human 

• Replicants are like slave that they need to eliminate like making them retire but more on a 

dystopian way  

• Retire is more like killing them 

• Special police task force is made to hunt replicants but maybe they are replicants themselves 

programmed to hunt other replicant who are the nexus  

• Nexus wants an unlimited life where it can tell it stories and what it witnessed  

• Replicants lives out of the memory of someone from the past and they are the present  

• Nexus 6 are the present and their memories of their past belong to someone else who probably is 

deceased, so they implanted some memories on replicants to make the memories more alive  

• They are more like a human with emotions they feel pain and dies 

• levels of empathy 

• android 

• asks a series of questions to identify which of two subjects is human, and which is a computer. \ 

• the humans act more as robot, showing no feelings or remorse towards the replicants 

• replicants feel more emotions and understand everyone, fellow replicants and humans   

 

 

 

2. The tests for humanity in both Blade Runner: VOIGHT-KAMPFF TEST (Blade Runner) 
a. Watch the following clip demonstrating the Voight-Kampff test in Blade Runner 1, using 

the following link: 

i. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nItDJslm3lE 

3. Think about the following passage (from “The Postmodern Prometheus: Sheep? In 

Scott’s Blade Runner” by Andrew Howard): 

i. “Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Explores the way in which humans 

and their constructs interact on a moral level.  By delving into the minds of 

his characters, Philip K. Dick’s use of narrative presents glimpses into the 

workings of one of the novel’s central moral dilemmas—how supposedly 

empathetic humans can justify killing what is essentially human.   There are 

no easy criteria that define authentic humans in the novel, aside from the 

test that measures levels of empathy in response to certain stimuli.  

However, the test, if it does in fact work, only separates supposedly normal 

humans from androids and humans with certain kinds of psychopathic 

characteristics that exclude empathy.   The test was inspired by the 1950 

Turing test, a thought experiment in which the examiner asks a series of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nItDJslm3lE


 

 

questions to identify which of two subjects is human, and which is a 

computer.   The Turing test relies on different criterion than the Voight-

Kampff empathy test used in Androids.   Rather than determining humanity 

based on empathy, the Turing test aimed to determine “whether (a) machine 

is capable of making a human being BELIEVE that it thinks as he does.”  

The test would then seem to determine humanity through the lens of 

Descartes famous “I think, therefore I am (human)” maxim (which Pris 

quotes in Blade Runner), whereas Dick’s version would seem to better 

reflect, “we feel for each other, therefore we are (human).”   However, the 

possession or absence of empathy doesn’t necessarily designate humanity in 

Dick’s world, which suggests that the Voight-Kampff test echoes the 

distance between humans—I cannot trust you are what you say you are 

without the empirical evidence of this test.  Emmanuel Carrere’s biography 

of Philip K.Dick tells of the Turing’s test’s influence over the author.   What 

appealed to Dick was the fact that Turing had given so much thought to 

“thinking machines, which were one of Phil’s obsessions.”   There is much 

similarity in how Turing alights thought with consciousness and Dick, in 

Androids, aligns the ability to feel empathy with humanity, or personhood.   

As Carrere summarizes Turing’s points, echoes of Androids appear:  

The phenomena of consciousness can only be observed from the 

inside.   I know that I have a consciousness, and indeed it is 

because of it that I know this, but as to whether you have one or 

not, nothing can prove to me that you do.   What I can say, 

however, is that you emit signals, gestural and verbal, for the most 

part, from which, by analogy with those I emit, I can deduce that 

you think and feel just as I do.   Sooner or later, Turing argues, it 

will be possible to program a machine to respond to all stimuli 

with signals as convincing as those emitted by a human being.  By 

what rights, then, can we reject its bona fides as a thinker?” (p. 

110-111) 

 

 

Q:  RESPOND TO THE IDEAS ABOUT TESTING HUMANITY DESCRIBED IN 

THE PASSAGES ABOVE.   Are they good tests, or arbitrary/faulty ones?  Why? What aspects 

of humanity are being tested by these tests?  Comment on the way the Voight-Kampff test is 

presented/dramatized in Blade Runner.    How do the Replicants face these tests, when they have 

to?   Think about ambiguous decision, on the part of their designers, to make the Replicants more 

human (by giving them memory implants, for example).   If it is important to tell a human being 

apart from a Replicant, then why does technology create them as more and more human?   

 



 

 

 



 

 

CITY AS DYSTOPIA: Response to Anil Narine’s “Policing Traumatized 

Boundaries of Self and Nation: Undocumented Labour in Blade Runner”: 

 

 

 

 

Q:  Is the postmodern representation of a city in Blade Runner a futuristic extension of 

what we already have OR a nightmarish picture of migrant workers taking over a city?  Think 

about this specific idea: “Global capitalism will lead not to a classless utopia, but to a deprived 

monoclass.   Its distinct cultures will blend together like a ‘mish mash’ of languages that 

comprise a ‘city speak’ in which they do business, and worse, it will remain dominated by a 

miniscule elite.”  Does the film illustrate the situation that the essay describes?  Think also about 

other possible interpretations of the movie that Narine’s essay misses, like Ridley Scott’s 

(director’s) focus on the status of artificial intelligence, the truth value of memories, and the line 

between human and non-human.   Why have these more obvious themes not been addressed in 

Narine’s essay (…or have they)?   Do you think Narine misses the point of the film, thematically 

speaking, or is does his analysis provide an important real-life context for the story that is told, in 

your opinion?    

 

After reading through the conclusion of Narine’s essay please answer 

the following question, making every effort to engage critically with 

this writer’s ideas about the movie BLADE RUNNER: 

 



 

 

MONTREAL during Covid: A Slightly More Totalitarian Society??? 

Montreal: Lockdown 



 

 

 

1984 is one of those books that people seem to always find relatable to what is going on 

in the world.  For example, during the Snowden controversy, when it was discovered that the 

NSA (National Security Agency in the USA) was gathering intelligence & spying on normal 

American citizens in the name of national security, everyone was talking about how Orwell’s 

telescreens had made their way into our homes—and were watching us (…and still are!).   Do 

you feel, since Covid started, that we live in a more 1984-style dystopian reality, with slightly 

more totalitarian elements integrated into our social structures?    



 

 

THE GLASS PAPERWEIGHT IMAGE IN THE NOVEL  

 

 

Trace the symbolic associations with the glass paperweight though all the passages 

below, as they are read out in class.  Free-write for a fixed period of time on each passage; push 

yourself to keep writing/exploring no matter what.    How does the symbol evolve & pick up 

meaning as it emerges through each instance in which it appears in the novel?   Try to study how 

the symbol picks up density and meaning.    

Symbol 
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